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Hope and Purpose
in the Year of COVID

Year 12 HSC
Showcase, behind
the scenes
Class 3 settle
into ‘big campus’
at Middle Cove

Welcome to AEON 13, a record of Glenaeon in the
year of COVID-19, chronicling some of the fine work
that Glenaeon has achieved this year.

IT

’s by now a well-worn cliché
to say this year has brought
many challenges. Personal
lives and whole communities have
been disrupted, some fragmented, and
some will never return to what they
were before.

Year 7 Food Tech

At Glenaeon, we experienced the
weeks of uncertainty as the pandemic
first unfolded, then the challenge of
remote learning and putting lessons
online, the staged return to school of
different year levels, and now living
with a complex set of restrictions
that allow some activities but
restrict others.
It’s been hard, but this year of
years has also taught us a few things
that are worth valuing:
» How to be flexible: Glenaeon
responded remarkably quickly to
the move to remote learning: high
school teachers were ahead of the
curve with online learning and even
our Kindergarten teachers were
uploading material within days of
classes closing
» How to appreciate human
connection: It was wonderful to
see the smiling faces when our
students returned to school after
weeks away. Seeing their friends
and teachers again was such a joy
» How to value the simple things
of life: The mainstream media
was full of stories about how
people were coping with the
COVID restrictions, and the simple
pleasures of being in Nature
figured prominently. If the café is
closed, then a walk down a bush
track can be just as refreshing and
invigorating

» How to stay focused and
purposeful: Mindfulness and
meditation also got a strong callout
as people struggled to maintain
focus during this time. The year
has challenged so many of the
assumptions on which our way of
life is based.
Through all this disruption,
we have worked to maintain the
warmth and integrity of our school
community. Above all, the community
has worked together in an inspiring
way that gives us hope the future
can be met with an equal sense of
purpose and focus. Thank you to all
members of our community, teachers,
students and parents, for the good
will that has got us through this year,
and will carry us into the future. 
Andrew Hill
Head of School
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Class 6 play, Aladdin

Castlecrag Spring Festival

Finding the
Why of Our Lives
Seven Reasons Why a Meaningful Education
Suits a Post-COVID World.

IF

the COVID crisis has taught
us anything, it’s to ask
questions about our way of
life. What will sustain us through a
time when all the material certainties
are gone? We all face dark times in
our lives, but COVID-19 has taken us
through dark times together.
The experience has marked a
generation and there seems to be a
sense we can’t go back to being the
same. The old certainties have been
dissolved. If anything is telling us we
need a new compass for direction it's
the events of this year.
As many commentators have
written, people have needed a new
sense of purpose and direction to
get through the outbreak; a sense
of meaning. Schools are at the
forefront of this concern: as academic
institutions, how can we also build
that deeper connection with life that
ignites the inner spark to sustain our
students through this time, and on
their future journeys? A Glenaeon
education is all about building the
attitudes, and skills to equip students
with an intrinsic sense of meaning:
“Our highest endeavour is to
produce young men and women
who out of themselves are able to
impart meaning and direction to
their own lives.”
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Glenaeon’s long-term mission of
providing a meaningful education has
never been more needed. Here are
just some of the meaningful moments
a Glenaeon education uniquely gives
to students growing up in a postCOVID world:

1. The Human Story:

Our Steiner curriculum sits as
another tier of learning integrated with
NSW Education Standards Authority
(NESA) syllabuses, providing an
imaginative experience of the global
and historical journey of humanity.
Over the years of the primary and
early high school, our students pursue
the huge story that charts the rise and
fall of epochs across the globe. They
are given confidence to take their
place as global citizens ready to play
their part in the next chapter of the
grand narrative that is human life.

2. Appreciating Beauty:

All students learn the creative
arts, to draw, paint, sing, sculpt and
act, but we are not an art school. We
simply teach our students the arts
so they learn to think in multiple
perspectives, to realise that life is an
unfinished composition, and that they
have a creative voice to express their
emotions. Most importantly, they
learn to create beautiful moments
that will provide them with endless
fulfilment throughout life.

Juliette Aristides is an
internationally acclaimed US artist
who has built a whole new tradition
of using the arts to find, and see, the
beauty in the world. We do just that:
This idea of seeing — truly seeing —
is where Aristides wants her students to
start, eventually finding their way to the
creation of beauty, which she considers
a “portal to meaning.” The ultimate
objective is to understand and convey
the human spirit through art.

3.	Designing and Making
Useful Things:

Our students learn to make things,
both useful and beautiful, they
design themselves, from sewing in
Kindergarten, knitting in Class 1 to
blacksmithing in high school. Have
you noticed the many articles from
2020 on the upsurge in artisan
activities? People have wanted to
make things, to take a stand and push
back against a feeling of helplessness.
Here is a recent comment on the
resurgence in knitting: “For Millennials
in particular it’s the idea of something
wholesome but mindful and productive.
It’s amazing the sense of achievement
from finishing something”. A lot of
people use it for stress relief. It’s in
line with cooking and baking. Juliette
says knitting also helps balance out
the amount of time spent scrolling on
smartphones: “You have to be using
your hands to knit.”

Gardening
Years 5 and 7 Abseiling,
Harold Reid Reserve

7.	A Touch of
Transcendence:

4. Relationships:

Learning to collaborate, not
compete. What has been the standout
learning politically through COVID
time? The most successful world
leaders have brought diverse people
together and built community. They
have practised the art of collaborating.
Our non-selective, non-ranking
classrooms prepare our future leaders
to work collaboratively and to build
community, a skill learned every day
in every class. Take this verbatim
comment from our 2019 Year 12
parent exit survey:
“Glenaeon has a very positive,
engaging and accepting student
culture; it's virtually bully-free, which
is astounding in today’s Sydney.”

5.	The Healing Presence
of Nature:

This year, so many people have
resorted to the healing power of
Nature, whether forest, or gardens,
or just green spaces. Our campuses
are designed to embed our students
in Nature, and Middle Cove’s unique
bushland valley is a healing space in
itself. Our award winning Outdoor
Education program (Best in NSW 2019:
Outdoors NSW) challenges students
to go beyond their physical and
personal limitations to reach a level of
resilience and strength that continues
to astonish their parents.

6. The Power of Play:

“We are most human when we play,”
said Schiller. From self-directed play
in the early years, to intense sport and
games in high school, our students
bring a sense of the playful to all that
they do. Play liberates us from fixed
forms but enables us to live with and
within boundaries. It also gives joy in
life and release from the restrictions
of drudgery.

A sense of something higher, the
phosphorescence of life, weaves
through our classrooms, our school
and our community life. We are
inspired by the sublime moments of
all cultures, including our country’s
roots in The Dreaming. It lives in Main
Lesson stories, in the way we relate to
Nature, in the morning and afternoon
verse, in our festivals.
Julia Baird’s latest and best-selling
book is named appropriately enough
Phosphorescence. She describes
a whole series of transcendent
moments in her own life and it
touched a chord. The book sold out
within weeks, a none-too-subtle
indication of how hungry the world is
for transcendence.

COVID-19 has made a Glenaeon education
more relevant than ever, equipping
our students to live their lives with meaning,
out of themselves, and for others. 
Andrew Hill
Head of School
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PRESCHOOL

Time to Play, Laugh,
Sing, Dance, and Climb
Spring was a mood we all
enjoyed at Glenaeon Preschool,
as things returned to normal.

F

rom March until May, we were
impacted by the pandemic
and very few children were
at school. The teachers sent home
parcels of the class photos, plant
seeds, birthday gifts, crayons, wool,
stories and craft activities. The
teachers dropped them at the gate
of the house and the children called
out and waved from their front doors.
The parents sent us photos of the
children’s bush crafts, gardens and
big smiles.
What joy there was when the
children returned and how they loved
to play together in cubbies, in the
sandpit and at the park, as long as
they could play, after being mainly
indoors and alone.
By September, we felt filled with
hope as the jasmine came out, the
mulberries grew and our silk worms
munched away. On the day of the
Spring Festival we very much enjoyed
the silk puppet story, afternoon tea
PAGE
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and gardening, wearing the beautiful
flower garlands the parents made in
the morning, before families gathered
for afternoon tea in the park in a
couple of small groups. 2020 has
been a year the Preschool will never
forget. 
Peggy Day
Preschool Director

PLAYGROUPS

Welcome Home
Glenaeon Playgroups
After decades of leading Early Childhood Education at Glenaeon, Ebba Bodame retired last year, and
whilst we miss Ebba greatly, we are delighted that veteran Glenaeon Preschool Teacher Nancy Amini joined
our Playgroup community. Nancy’s program quickly filled to capacity when the word got out!

F

ollowing four weeks of our
healthy playgroup rhythm in
Term 1 we were then closed
down due to COVID-19.
During the remaining weeks of
Term 1, and all of Term 2, Nancy and
I kept in touch with all Playgroup
families. We emailed stories, songs
and activities that would help families
to enjoy the ‘COVID-19 home time’. We
sent pertinent articles and Steinerfocused opportunities for furthering
their education. We hand-delivered
items to their homes to honour
birthdays and special family interests.
We also offered weekly times
in the day and evening to meet
families by Zoom. These were
joyous educational opportunities
appreciated by many families wishing
to have our support and advice.
Some families were concerned
about their children exhibiting
regressive behaviour. We could assure
them that regressing is a normal stage
of transition and transformation.
Resilience is a lasting effect developed
in changing times.
This experience has been
written about and submitted to the
International Association of Rudolf
Steiner Early Childhood Education who
were requesting an Australian ‘Birthto-three’ response to COVID-19.

COVID restrictions meant we
had to schedule playgroups at the
Preschool and on the Castlecrag
campus on Saturdays only, and with
only four families per playgroup
session to meet social distancing
requirements. We offered two
sessions of four week playgroups
within term.
As Term 3 began we were advised
that our proposal to use the Marion
Griffin Hall kitchen for playgroup was
accepted. Hurray! Many more families
could be accommodated on two more
days of the week over two sessions.
It was quickly obvious that we had
all adapted to: new days (Saturday
was very popular); new spaces (the
hall kitchen was nicely private from
the lower part of the campus); and to
smaller groups of only four families.
The puppet show stories
offered to the playgroup families in
attendance were specifically created
to incorporate ‘the new norm’. Mother
Earth going through a cleansing, as
expressed through children washing
hands, birds preening, kittens licking
their paws and even trucks delivering
masks and gloves so that all the
people could keep safe as they knew
to be wise.
There were heartening discussions
with adults expressing positive
changes in their family lives as a result
of the family being together every day.
In many cases there has been a vow

that the parents will not go ‘back to
the office’. They are so very grateful
to be having much more time with
their children!
Four weeks into Term 3, COVID
restrictions tightened and saw us
cancelling Playgroups. Again, we
sent supportive emails and offered
educational Zoom opportunities.
Term 4 brought news that
Playgroups could once again run on
campus. There are 50 families on
our waiting list with many enquiries
every week, and we are looking to
accommodate as many as we can as
we look to expand.
Our families appreciate our
nutritious, socially vibrant mornings.
They tell us they are grateful for
the respect and care we give to
their children and families. We have
expanded our age range from birth
to five years of age, and we welcome
siblings. This has sent a clear message
that our Playgroups are truly family
oriented. 
Sandra Frain
Glenaeon Playgroup
Coordinator

For more information about our Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday Playgroups at Castlecrag, and
our Monday and Wednesday Playgroups at Willoughby,
please email Sandra Frain: s.frain@glenaeon.nsw.edu.au
PAGE
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CASTLECRAG K–2

Catherine Pilko
Kindergarten Teacher
and Senior Teacher
at Castlecrag

Changes and Transitions at Castlecrag
Our Spring Festival celebrations at Castlecrag were a little different to normal. Despite the restraints,
nothing could contain the enthusiasm and joy of the children, who along with the plants and blossoms
on our campus, were bursting with new life, colour and growth.

E

ach year, towards the end of
Term 3, we catch a glimpse of
what the children will take with
them into the new school year. There
is new growth, new thinking and new
possibilities that lie ahead.
The Little Kindergarten children
become a little bolder and a little more
visible as they look towards becoming
the Big Kindergarten children of 2021.
Meanwhile the Big Kindergarten
children, who are turning six, begin
to manifest changes that Rudolf
Steiner once described as something
akin to a first adolescence. Every year
in Kindergarten at this time, along
with the many significant physical
PAGE
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changes and growth that the child
is experiencing (perhaps the most
significant of these being the change
of teeth), we see the child’s thinking
awaken in a new way. They are able
to create their own inner memory
pictures at will. Their play is no longer
predominately triggered by the
environment surrounding them, but is
initiated from within. The world of the
six-year-old is now rich with ideas and
inner pictures.
The children not only go through
enormous physical changes and
growth, but they play with new
thoughts and ideas. They now plan
their games, they plot and scheme,
play endless tricks, swap shoes
and clothes, play with words and
sounds, and play with imaginative
pictures. They imagine things that
only a six-year-old could imagine.
For example, one child may exclaim,
‘Imagine if the whole world was
made out of porridge!’. Another
then may pipe in excitedly, ‘Or icecream!’. ‘Oh, imagine if it was made
of glass!’ another declares. ‘We
could see right through it!’ And on it
goes as the children happily giggle
and laugh while their eyes grow
bigger with wonder and excitement.
These are conversations that many

Kindergarten teachers across the
country would all be witnessing.
Joan Almon in her article First
Grade Readiness has likened the
change and transformation the sixyear-old goes through to that of the
‘caterpillar spinning its cocoon and
emerging as quite a new creature.
A butterfly.’ Of course we do not try
to extract the butterfly from the
dreaming world of the cocoon of
early childhood before it is ready, but,
when it emerges we watch in wonder
and awe as we witness a new birth,
the birth of the butterfly of winged
thought, the birth of freely accessible
picture thinking.
Each year in Kindergarten, as we
watch the children go through these
changes, we see that initially, like all
big changes we experience, they can
bring uncertainty or discomfort. And
then we then watch, as they transition
and come out the other side with a
new-found confidence. Interestingly
after initially all feeling a little bit
uncomfortable with the restrictions
that COVID-19 placed on parent
access to our campus, we have found
that these very same restrictions
have unexpectedly facilitated the
emergence of new capacities in
the children.

How wonderful it has been to see
the Big Kindergarten children learn to
proudly say goodbye to their parents
at the gate each morning and walk up
to the Kindergarten independently.
The children glow with pride as they
learn new skills and feel their own
readiness for the next step they will
take as they leave the world of the
young child behind and embark on a
new journey of learning with their new
Class Teacher.
For the children of Class 1, the
transition from Kindergarten is now a
distant memory. Of course some still
enjoy a little chat over the Kindy fence
or an occasional visit to the Kindy
garden, but they are now well on their
way along the Class Teacher journey
with their much loved and experienced
teacher Rodney Dean who has been
ably assisted this year by Prue Reid.
Next year the children of Class 1 will
become the big children of the campus
and will welcome the current children
of Big Kindergarten into their shared
playground.

At the end of this year the children
of Class 2 along with their teacher Lucy
Armstrong, will leave the Castlecrag
Campus. They excitedly anticipate the
new challenges and adventures that
await as they transition into Class 3
at Middle Cove and leave the familiar
world of Castlecrag behind. The Class
Teacher, who is the reliable guide and
authority for the children at this age,
brings a warm boundary and muchneeded security in this transition.
In view of our shared global
experience of the COVID-19
pandemic, 2020 at Castlecrag has,
not surprisingly, been a year to
remember. Amidst school closures,
playgroup closures, online learning
adventures and a never-ending
trail of other unexpected and at
times unfathomable changes and
restrictions, we have all had to find
ways to be resilient, strong and
creative in the face of change.
In reflecting back upon how we
at Castlecrag have all navigated
our way through these changes, it's

important to acknowledge Melony
Browell who began work as our
Castlecrag Administrator at the start
of 2020. Little did Melony know what
awaited her when she took on this
very challenging position at the start
of the year. Melony’s commitment,
competence and dedication have been
a guiding light that has helped us all at
Castlecrag find our way through a year
that has in many ways been incredibly
challenging. Melony’s unfailing support
has certainly been instrumental to us
all finding ways to transform, adapt
and to create ourselves anew in the
face of enormous change. She has
also helped create a stable and secure
environment in which the children
have continued to thrive and flourish.
Thank you, Melony. 
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The Power of Play
in Nature

On March 5, Glenaeon held a public seminar – The Power of Play in Nature – at the Concourse in Chatswood.
Approximately 200 people gathered in the theatre, pre-pandemic, to hear from leading researchers in
this field: Prof Pasi Sahlberg, Professor of Education Policy at the Gonski Institute for Education, University
of NSW and Prof Tonia Gray, Senior Researcher, Centre for Educational Research School of Education,
Western Sydney University.

Above. The Guardian's
Lucy Clark leads the
panel discussion
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K

eynote speeches enlightened
and inspired the crowd of
parents, with a lively and
entertaining panel. Our Head of
School, Andrew Hill, received some
rather challenging questions from
event MC, editor of Guardian Australia
and published author Lucy Clark.
Education through play has
always been at the heart of Glenaeon
right from our humble beginnings
back in 1957. Being pioneers in this
space, we felt the time was right to
engage with our community and
beyond on this topic and bring
research experts in this space
together. Our conclusion is that
play, and play in nature is vital to
the growth and development of
young people, and aspects modern
life is putting them at risk. We need
to recognise the benefits of play in
nature, and reconnect with nature in
order for our students, families and
community to truly thrive.
We were left in no doubt, that
we should all be champions for
our children when it comes to play,
especially in nature.
Within a week of the conference,
the world shut its borders to deal
with the coronavirus pandemic. As
many experienced tight lockdown,
we realised that much of our modern

life is taken for granted and that
we all need to spend time in nature
for our own health and wellbeing.
Every school, every parent and every
carer has a duty to make sure our
children benefit from the educational
and healing powers of nature.
Glenaeon is proud of its leadership
role in this space and will continue
to champion play for the good of our
community, especially important in
a post-COVID world as our students
forge ahead on their learning journey.
Thank you to Pasi, Tonia and Lucy
for their involvement and support.
A highlights video can be found on
our website. 

Andrew Hill, Prof Pasi Sahlberg,
Prof Tonia Gray and Lucy Clark

GLENAEON LEARNING ONLINE (GLO)

Dani Finch
Deputy Head of School
Classes K–6

The Human Element
in Education
Back when physical distancing, masks on the bus, four-square-metre
rules and daily infection tallies were the stuff of dystopian fiction (that is,
this time last year), I began to consider Glenaeon Learning Online (GLO)
as a potential information repository for Primary parents.

T

he introduction of the platform
across the High School in 2018
had been smooth and successful.
Having used the site to support
student learning and communication
in High School, I knew it to be a userfriendly interface where documents
could be easily accessed as needed.
There was no question that this
would be a parent-only service for our
younger children who, at Glenaeon,
enjoy a mostly offline education!
During the latter part of Term 4,
2019, our IT and administration teams
migrated content and forms from our
previous platform and by January
2020, we were ready to make the
switch. At this initial stage, we
allocated each class group in the
Primary School a ‘page’ where
information, announcements and
forms could be posted by school
staff for easy parent access. Then,
as COVID-19 began its relentless
march across the globe in February
and ‘Pandemic Planning’ became
an aspect of my role that I’d never
anticipated, Head of School, Andrew
Hill, co-Deputy Elizabeth Nevieve
and I began to explore the genuine
possibility that we would need to
move all of Glenaeon’s learning online.
In early March, Glenaeon hosted
‘The Power of Play in Nature’ seminar –

a powerful and inspiring glimpse into
the research that stands behind so
much of what we do in Kindergarten to
Class 6. The very next day, we began to
understand that COVID was about to
seriously change the way we were able
to deliver our program in alignment
with the values that Pasi Sahlberg
had so energetically championed
the night before. When the inevitable
remote learning period occurred in
late March, we were fortunate that
we had already customised the GLO
platform. Still, without a doubt, it was
the human element that made the
difference. The agility and sheer hard
work of our Primary teachers and
the open-mindedness of our parent
body to go with us on the journey
were the elements which made this
step into totally uncharted waters the
incredible success that it was.
Virtually overnight, every
class from Little Kindergarten, to
Class 6 had access to learning
materials online that were beautiful,
engaging, relevant, and as true to
Glenaeon’s in-class experience as we
could make them. Teachers recorded
stories and songs, they uploaded
videos of form drawing, body
percussion, eurythmy and craft, they
communicated with parents via phone
and email to ensure that as much as

possible, every child was continuing
their learning journey.
Initially, we resisted the use
of a video-conferencing platform
for the younger years. Still, as the
weeks of remote learning wore on,
we responded to feedback that the
children were enjoying their work but
sorely missing connection. The ‘Zoom
Room’ was born and brought remote
learning to a new level! Starting the
day with a verse or Morning Circle
on zoom were undoubtedly things
I thought I’d never see, but they
worked to enhance our offerings and
to remind the children in Classes
2–6 that their friends, their teachers
and their school were still out there
waiting for them to return.
And return we did! How wonderful
it was in May, to hear the sounds of
children playing outside my office
once again! And no, the experience
hasn’t altered our view on the
developmental appropriateness of IT
for primary-aged children. However,
COVID has taught us many things, not
least of which is the vital importance
of the human element in education,
and a renewed admiration for the
resilience and agility of our Class
Teachers and community! 
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Reflections on
Distance Learning
Distance learning provided a formidable challenge to everyone.
Luckily Glenaeon provided a considerable platform and technical support
from Brenton, Evan, Dani, Elizabeth and others. Several configurations
of lesson delivery were trialled and quickly adapted as we all contemplated
how to educate students online.

Roger Richards
taught from various
remote locations
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T

he initial mode of Microsoft
360 quickly transitioned to
Zoom. Oh the joy of a mute
button! For some teachers it was an
almost impossible task, as they had
to care for their own young children
and assist them in their learning
whilst navigating new software, GLO
uploads, compressing file sizes, class
page configurations, assessment
and student engagement. There
was no tested and proven success
formula. It was quite a puzzle for
parents, especially those with several
busy children and limited space
and devices.
Fortunately for me, I had
an interest in audio and video
production and could more readily
embrace the challenge. Regardless,
it takes more time to render a lesson
into any digital mode, edit, check
it and deal with clunky uploads
which occasionally time out. Cheeky
files occasionally played hide and
seek and were cowering in other
directories. The whole process for

a twenty-minute clip with a parentarchitect took four hours.
An upside was flexibility in
terms of when and where videos
and live streaming could be made.
I did some from ocean clifftops, a
lake, and by a stream on the road
to Melbourne. I used my laptop on
two eskies, recorded in a parent’s
woodwork studio, and where we
could see the work of trades people,
with vast patterns in floor tiling and
the amount of lighting and electrical

work fitted out. There was of course
the recorder lessons with the help
of ‘produced special guests’, such as
my twin brother Constable Tim. He
got the children playing and asking
for more!
Students too adapted and learnt
how to manage their resources. They
showed us how to set up virtual
backgrounds and some fun aspects
of Zoom. As teachers we got to check
off more IT outcomes!
Overall it was a time none of us
will forget. 
Roger Richards
Class 3 Teacher

Connection
during COVID
Our staff kept in close contact with students during the
remote learning period. This hand-written note from Sarah,
our Middle Cove Receptionist and Administrator, highlights
the care and consideration given to students experiencing
major disruption to a normal school year.
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HIGH SCHOOL

Elizabeth Nevieve
Deputy Head of School
Years 7–12

Year 10 Science excursion, March

How High School
Excelled During COVID
In January, just a couple of days before Term 1 was due to commence,
we heard a rumour of a virus affecting people in China. Our Head of
School, myself, and other members of Glenaeon's executive began to
contemplate precautionary measures for people returning from China.
And we pretty much thought it would stop there!

A

visit from the San Francisco
Waldorf School’s touring Youth
Eurythmy Ensemble went
ahead in early February, and there was
much talk about the possibility of us
taking their lead and planning our own
tour to far-flung destinations!
High School welcome evenings
for parents and carers took place
unaffected, and on-campus study
skills seminars for students in Years 9
to 12 saw groups congregating in the
hall in large numbers. By late February,
Year 10 musical rehearsals and set
constructions were in full swing, and
Mary Poppins was promising to be a
wonderful show.
However, with March came
a change of direction and an
ever-crystalising realisation that
the pace of things was about to
dramatically speed up and slow down,
paradoxically all at the same time. Year
12 tests just managed to slip their way
in, but events noted on the School’s
master calendar began to be crossed
out and written over.
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Term 3, Spring Festival,
High School

On Monday 23 March students
were on campus but by
Tuesday 24 March they were
learning from home…within an
incredibly short space of time,
Glenaeon had moved online,
and we were ready!

The swimming carnival was held
but with skeletal attendance, the
Harvest Festival was adapted and then
abandoned, Year 7 outdoor education
planning was paused, and the Jazz
Café was indefinitely put on hold.
The world became glued to the
news and we on the School’s executive
were hungry for information that
would allow us to glean the tenor of
the times and plan for what we had
started to anticipate would unfold.
And unfold it did.

Our Glenaeon Learning Online
(GLO) platform came into its own and
Microsoft Teams meant that our Year
11 and 12 students didn’t miss a beat.
Our senior teachers took delight
in turning their laptop cameras to
the whiteboard (and/or making use
of screen sharing options, depending
on their technological capability at
that stage!), and in running ahead
with their lessons as if their students
were in the room. Teachers across the
board, and especially in the lower High
School years, worked incredibly hard
to adapt lesson plans to the remote
learning format and inspirational
quotes and games were interspersed
with regular lesson material to keep
students buoyant.

HSC Showcase,
September

Year 8 Crochet

“I
The majority of the senior
students were in full stride and
everything seemed to be working
well, although we were getting
suspicious as the ‘due work’ tab in
GLO seemed to need re-naming (the
title, ‘overdue work’, had started
to feel more apt, especially for
students in Years 7 and 8). Online
learning had hit hard and fast, and
by the end of Term 1, teachers,
students and parents and carers
were exhausted!
School holidays came and
we all flopped in a heap… but a
review enabled us to start Term 2
afresh with a manageable remote
learning timetable for students in
Years 7 to 10, and some welcomed
notion of a return. Year 12 came first
(remarkably after only 15 days off
campus), followed by Year 11 and
then a staged recommencing for
the remainder of the High School.
We teachers were aware of the
smiles on our own and the students’
faces, and we heard them express a

rarely articulate sentiment, “Thank
goodness we’re back at school!”.
Aspects of that thanks have lasted
all year, possibly because the impacts
of COVID-19 still remind us that
school’s a nice place to be, and that
learning with a teacher and friends
in a classroom is better than learning
in a bedroom in front of a screen.
While larger gatherings, theatrical
performances, group singing and
the sharing of events with parents,
students and staff in attendance
are still off limits, gratitude for what
is possible is felt and a generosity
of spirit is perceivable. I feel this
generosity has been born from a
shared awareness that we are all
doing our best in times of significant
challenge, students, parents and
teachers alike, and for this I, in turn,
am immeasurably thankful. 

f you sat me down
and told me that
midway through
my Year 11 studies I would
be in my room talking to
my teachers through the
screen of my computer
five days a week, there’s
no chance I would have
believed you. That being said, the
remote learning period came upon
us remarkably quickly. From talking
with my classmates I was able to
understand that everyone had a
different experience whilst learning
from home.
For the most part, my remote
learning experience was productive.
I found that I was able to allow more
time for individual study, enabling
me to deeper understand my chosen
subjects. I actually surprised myself
with the amount of work I was able to
complete during this time, whilst also
enjoying avenues of entertainment
such as baking.
Of course there were some
downsides to the time spent at home,
in that I was unable to see friends and
socialise. Overall my remote learning
experience was very productive and
positive, and I would like to thank all
my teachers and the staff at Glenaeon
for making the transition to online
learning so smooth.” 

Elliott Benson
and his baking

Elliott Benson
Year 11
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VISUAL ARTS

Alisan Smotlak
Head of Visual Arts
Left: Year 7 kite
Above. Year 11 architecture model
Right. HSC Showcase

A Year in the Arts
This year created a suspension in time that brought about a tremendous urge for
creativity. Our students are always very actively involved in their art making.
However, when the students returned in Term 2, the zeal to make, was palpable.

Y

ear 7 embarked on completing
their mobiles they had begun
the term prior. The whimsical
coloured ceramics, dangling in their
measured pose, on twigs from our
garden. The creature containers in
their wild and imaginative gestures,
some painted in a maze of psychedelic
colours, others, with just the shine
of a handy acrylic gloss cover. The
highlight of the term has to be the
kites, it was sessions of posca pen
intensity and bright coloured kite
paper, flamboyantly paraded at the
annual Spring Festival.
Year 8 ventured into skate deck
self-portraits. A kaleidoscope of
colours, patterns, and textural paint
applications, the finished designs
reflected clearly the individual
personalities. In full gusto they also
embarked on a futurist lino print. The
black and white designs always look
so competent in their starkness, the
students not knowing until that print
is pulled as to whether the design they
have spent weeks planning, drawing,
cutting will eventuate.
Year 9 was also involved in
printing, but with a far more complex
reduction design that requires tenacity
PAGE
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to register accurately, which they
earnestly engaged.
Year 10 completed painting
portraits and then quickly embarked
on a ‘memory in a suitcase’. This
project unleashed hidden creativity.
The use of a wide variety of materials
and applications with choices
decided by the students, displayed
their growing maturity and inner
reflections.
Year 11 embarked on imaginative
architectural models, designing for
our campus and most recently the
figure has been the impetus for an
exploration of ideas stemmed from
a focus question decided by the
students.
The culmination of all that we have
taught the students, is clearly revealed
in the Year 12 Body of Work. This year’s
group was an outstanding success
where the forced time away assisted
their ability to clarify intentions and
experiment. It’s hard to quantify what
is happening in the art classroom, as
they work on their mezzanine deck,
with pencil shavings, lunch boxes, and
discarded paper with designs that
will never see the light of day, until
they are up on the walls. Who would

have realised that collectively they
had all stuck to grey, black and white
with just pops of colour… I think this
really speaks of the mind of the Year
12 students, and what they have
internalised throughout the year. The
uncertainties of the world paraded
before them, and yet, they were truly
composed and calm.
The Art department is a fortunate
space, whereby the teachers have the
opportunity to see the student’s, in
their quest for a finished artwork, the
process of their mind and unconscious
selves. It’s an honour that the students
respect our ability to guide and
support them, as the creative process
requires one to reveal the inner to
be visible. It has been truly a year of
discovery. In my speech at the HSC
Project showcase I finished with a
quote. “The main thing is to be moved,
to love, to hope, to tremble, to live.”
(Auguste Rodin 19th Century Sculptor).
With great admiration for the
students and their parents, whom have
supported them through this year,
I look forward to a promising 2021
with the zeal of creativity still a force
of passion, within. 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Class 5 knitters and Class 5 shaping an egg
Year 9 woodwork guitar

The Artisan Program
The learning that students experience in the artisan classes at Glenaeon start in Class 3, with a building
project, and diversifies from there. Each student has the chance to engage with a wide range of materials,
technologies concepts and ideas.

E

very year, children in Class 5
have the opportunity to do
handwork and woodwork
for one half of the year under the
guidance of specialist teachers in
both areas. The program is what a
Steiner school would call handcraft.
The teachers work with the children
to help them develop their faculty
of judgement and by working with
their hands there are certain neural
pathways that are triggered.
As the neurologist Frank Wilson
explains in his book The Hand: How it
shapes the Brain, Language and Culture
the hand’s knowledge of the world
actually teaches the brain new tricks.
At Glenaeon, children are
constantly exploring the unity of
all things, so that the creative and
aesthetic powers within the child are
not neglected. They carve a perfectly
shaped wooden egg in the woodwork
room, which the children learn to use,
to darn the socks that they knit in
handwork lessons.
As one child was delighted to
discover and shared with her class
“Darning is a little like weaving, where
you make the warp and weft threads
in the hole of the sock and fill it!”

Students in Year 8 explored the
world changing opportunities of
computer code. Using the Python
programming language, they created
mesmerizing generative artworks and
explore how microcontrollers could
assist users with special needs via
wearable technology applications. In
contrast, Year 8 students also learnt
the fundamentals of blacksmithing
as we continue to design and build
beautiful fence panels that now adorn
the school grounds and garden.
In Year 9 design we built cigar box
ukuleles. As well as learning a range
of luthier skills, such as fretting and
sound hole design, some students
have taken to learning some songs on
the practice ukulele in readiness for an
end of year class ukulele performance.
The HSC Design and Technology
Project students utilized a wide range

of technologies as they attempted to
address a design opportunity they
had identified. From woven ecosustainable lunch boxes that aimed
to reduce societies use of plastic to
a 3D printed dust collector for power
drills that aimed to reduce the user’s
exposure to harmful dust. Students
iterated many prototypes as their
ideas evolved from flimsy ideas into
fully functioning products intended
to help other people lead better lives
through thoughtful design.
We also explore agriculture in the
garden, nutrition in food tech, design
furniture, create task lamps, make
gifts for their mum’s birthday during
the lunchtime workshop sessions,
build a range of products with Class 8
for their project, design children’s toys,
create delicate bird houses, devise
fun board games, build and test high
performance propellers, use textiles
technologies to create beautiful
garments and accessories.
Despite all of that we still make
the spoon! 
Artisan Teachers:
Anthony Fiore, Evan Sanders,
Elizabeth Ellean and Anne Rouse
PAGE
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LANGUAGES

Brigitte Tietge-Rollans
Head of Languages

Languages at Glenaeon
At Glenaeon Rudolf Steiner School, we foster a positive attitude towards
other cultures by establishing the ability to empathise with another
person’s perspective through being introduced to languages and other
ways of doing things.

“…achieving proficiency in other languages is one
of the great learning experiences in the human
condition… the compelling reasons for learning
languages reside in the intellectual enrichment
of the individual learner – a better understanding
of the world, Australia’s place in it, and the many
communities within Australia.”
(Australian Language and Literacy Council, 1996,
Language Teachers: The Pivot of Policy, Australian
Government Publishing Service, Canberra, p.3).
“With every new language you learn, you liberate a
new soul inside yourself, which can now come to life
with its own complex of associated ideas. It reveals
to you for the first time some nation or people’s way
of experiencing the world. An old poet, possessing
the gift of but three tongues, prided himself on
having three souls. And, in truth, the genius who had
really mastered all languages would contain within
himself the spirits of the whole human race.”
Friedrich Rückert (1788-1866) German poet, translator,
and professor of Oriental languages.
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M

oving between countries,
cultures, and languages has
become more commonplace
because of globalisation, increased
ease of travel, and advanced
information and communication
technologies. Language learning
enables students to respond positively
to employment opportunities and
meet challenges of their rapidly
changing world.
Understanding another language
provides opportunities for students to
become more accepting of diversity
with a natural generosity and respect
of others as well as being more aware
of one’s place in the international
community.
Contemporary research and
practice have established a clear link
between the learning of languages and
improved literacy in first and second
languages. Even a limited experience
of language learning, moving between
linguistic systems, is shown to increase
meta-linguistic awareness, enhance
general cognitive development, and
increase flexible thinking.

At Glenaeon two languages are
offered reflecting Steiner’s indication
that each language has its own
specific influence on the development
of the physical body and speech
organs, activating otherwise dormant
capacities.
German was chosen because of the
school’s philosophical background
and heritage. Japanese was chosen in
response to the Keating government’s
drive to encourage learning Asian
languages in the 1990s. Currently we
have a significant number of both
German and Japanese background
speakers in the community.
The rich linguistic and cultural
diversity of NSW, to which German
and Japanese speaking communities
contribute significantly, provides
an educational environment where
the study of other languages and
cultures is valued as a unique and
integral part of the K-12 curriculum.
The satisfaction of engaging with the
study of German and Japanese and
developing communication skills
in these languages contributes to a
student’s intellectual enrichment.
German has a direct relationship
with English, having evolved from the

same family of European languages.
Many German words look and sound
similar to English words, and this helps
make learning German an achievable
and enjoyable experience.
The Japanese language differs
completely from English, both
orally and in written form, and the
comparison of the two languages
enriches students’ understanding of
their own language and develops their
lateral thinking ability.
Japanese and German-speaking
people have played an important role
in the development of multicultural
Australia. Both of these communities
have an important economic presence
in Australia and are included among
our major trading partners. Australia
is also a popular destination for both
Japanese and German-speaking
tourists.

The aim of the LOTE K – 12
Syllabus at Glenaeon Rudolf Steiner
School is to enable students to
develop communications skills, focus
on languages as a system, and gain
insights into the relationship between
language and culture, leading to
lifelong personal, educational, and
vocational benefits. (K-10 Syllabus
Languages)
At Glenaeon, students learn
Japanese from Class 1 until Class 6.
In Year 7, when new students join our
school, German as well as Japanese
is offered to the students for one
semester. The reason for this is that
they will get a taste of two languages
and in Semester 2 of that year, they
only study their chosen language until
the end of Year 8. This also means
the NESA requirement of 100 hours
of a Language other than English
is fulfilled. After Year 8, students
can choose their language as an
elective until the end of Year 10. Both
languages are also offered until the
end of Year 12.
In Year 10, students have the
opportunity to take part in an
exchange program. Students exchange
with a partner of their chosen

language. Exchanges are usually made
with students from Steiner/Waldorf
Schools of the countries, where their
language is spoken. The overseas
students usually attend Glenaeon
during the first term of that school
year, and our students go overseas
during the last term of Year 10.
“Each language permeates us
differently and reveals human
nature in a different way, which
is why we must complement the
effect of the mother tongue with
other languages.”
Rudolf Steiner, 1923 
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PDHPE

Swimming Carnival 2020

Jonas Stoebe
PDHPE Teacher

Fostering Wellbeing at Glenaeon
We all felt the separation and isolation which led to very unhealthy decline in real face-to-face
communication between students and their peers as well as between students and their teachers both
vital for learning! Students at Glenaeon, as elsewhere, were not on campus at the end of Term 1 and
the beginning of Term 2, learning remotely from home.

A

lthough most classes were held
via Zoom and students were
connected to some degree,
many felt a sense of loneliness. The
school as a place of communication,
learning, interaction and socialising
did not exist anymore in the form we
all knew it.
Among some other measures the
school undertook to support the
students and families, we also thought
about ways to invigorate students
more directly and connect them to
the school each morning while also
engaging them physically and actively.
We came up with a real-time
Morning Wellbeing Session of
10 minutes, followed by a eurythmic
interpretation of the students’
morning verse.
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In our wonderful outdoor
amphitheatre, with nature as a
backdrop, each morning brought a
different movement aspect to all the
students via video link. One day it was
strengthening exercises, one morning
it was yoga; another morning it was
balances; while the next day it was
stretches or a cardio workout.
The morning verse was brought
to the students through eurythmy
teacher Liz’s fine eurythmic
movements, interpreting the text
through gestures and accompanied by
the words read out to the students.
This arrangement lasted for some
weeks and provided both a regular
and commonly shared morning

rhythm and by that some normality
as well as connection to the school so
many students seemed to miss. They
all enjoyed seeing each other on the
screen as they logged on ready to
exercise.
It was pleasing to hear back
from many students when normal
school resumed how this mutual and
physically active start provided a
very good rhythm and was the reason
many got out of bed in time. They
liked feeling connected, to see other
students on the screen and to be
invigorated by changing exercises and
activities each morning provided by
real people they knew! 

Surfing at Long Reef

Basketball in Term 1

The Cove

Year 12 study break

Bubble Soccer incursion at Middle Cove

Freshly resurfaced Basketball courts for Term 4

Volleyball

The Cove with Teacher in training, Lennart Nowak
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BLACKBOARDS

An Open Window into
Other Worlds
I was humbled and awed when I arrived at Glenaeon, where
blackboard drawings bring to life the lessons and connect learning
with imagination and stories, and this is happening every day
with such a high-level of beauty and artistry.

M

y professional experience
with blackboards started on
my first two-week teaching
prac at Hurstville Public School. At the
end of the prac, I had my first chance
to use the board for a picture. I decided
to draw a farewell picture for the class,
I had no idea how much fun it was
going to be. I ended up spending hours
filling the entire board with images
from their lessons. I naively felt like I
was making a great discovery of how
great blackboard drawing could be.
A few times when I have drawn
a board for another teacher, when
they were short of time or needed
some help, I have idly thought maybe
this could be my full-time job. The
importance of the pictures varies, the
first blackboard of the main lesson is
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an important one, sometimes staying
up for a week or two, sometimes
geometric constructions fill the entire
board, and some pictures only last
a day. I am never sad to see them go,
because there are endless pictures
to discover.
Some pictures take a couple hours;
some are completed over many days,
and many are done together with
the class. I look forward to seeing
what will be on my board during the
term. It becomes a wonderful open
window into many other worlds. It is
a good day when with chalky aching
fingers I go to sleep dreaming of my
blackboard picture. 
Brendan Strobl
Class 5 Teacher

Class 5 Ancient India
Main Lesson
Blackboard by Brendan Strobl

Class 1 Animal Fables
Main Lesson
Blackboard by Lucy Armstrong

Year 11 Parzival
Main Lesson
Blackboard by Julia Byrne
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FAREWELLS

Christian and Liza
Lillicrap

Christian’s last sinfonietta
had the audience in tears
Year 12s farewell the Lillicraps

A long time ago, a letter (remember letters?) arrived at Glenaeon quite out of the blue. The letter was from
a music teacher at the South Devon Steiner School in the UK seeking the possibility of a visiting teaching
position for perhaps six months. The letter came at a significant time. Glenaeon’s music program was OK,
but only just. As a Steiner school, we had decided that we aspired to a far higher standard and spirit of music
living through the school, and we needed people who could take us there.

O

Liza and Christian
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ne thing led to another,
and in July 2000, Christian
and Liza Lillicrap and their
children landed in Sydney on a visa
sponsored by the school for a twoyear engagement. Christian began
teaching music immediately, and
the improvement in the quality of
music was very evident almost as
immediately. At the same time, he
was joined by a young violinist called
Manu Prasad who had taught in our
instrumental program but who wanted
to be a classroom music teacher. Over
the next decade together Christian
and Manu built the music program that
we enjoy today.
The two-year visa became a
permanent resident visa and then
they became Australian citizens, and
over these 20 years Christian and Liza
have been mainstays of the Glenaeon
community.
It is not just Christian’s concertlevel piano skills that have been an
inspiration throughout that time. In
addition to his music performances, he
was very involved in management as
a member of the school Management
Group which was in operation for
a period. Christian’s outstanding

work in building the excellent music
program leaves a lasting legacy
which will live long into the future.
He has been involved in so many
musical moments, performances,
gatherings and festivals that it is
difficult to do justice to the breadth
of his contribution. Who could forget
the superlative School Concert in 2019
that looking back, was a fitting climax
to 20 years of building Glenaeon’s
music program.
Liza too contributed widely.
After working at Glenaeon as an
itinerant singing and piano teacher
from 2001, she joined the school in
2006 to teach German as a one-year
replacement in the high school,
before becoming our German primary
teacher from 2007. In addition, she
has contributed her own musical gifts
as an outstanding soprano singer in
so many other areas of the school:
singing and choirs, performing as
an actor and singer in the annual
Christmas plays, managing vocal
ensembles, supporting performances
in our concerts and Carol Services.
She contributed to many other
duties including curriculum, mentor
and Guardian, and administration.

On a personal level, Liza has been
extremely supportive and sensitive to
the personal needs of so many of her
colleagues.
It is indeed difficult to comprehend
the sum total of the contribution
that Christian and Liza have made
to Glenaeon over these past two
decades. They left Glenaeon in
September with the immediate plan to
be based in a seminary of the Christian
Community in Hamburg, Germany
where Liza will enter the Ordination
Semester and Christian will undertake
studies. This move brings to fruition a
long-held plan of study by Liza and a
more recent decision by Christian.
Over the last weeks of Term 3
there was time to share our feelings
for them, our school’s journey with
them over many years, and our hopes
and wishes for their future. Glenaeon
enjoyed a 20-year association with
Christian and Liza, and our community
is all the greater for their time
with us. 

Gentle Cafe duo Sharon and Lorna will be greatly missed by students and staff.

Sharon Dirkin and Lorna Montgomery
Farewell and thanks for the years of meals, munchies,
and memories.

IF

an army marches on its
stomach, as Napoleon
famously said, then does a
school learn on its stomach too? Well,
perhaps not quite, but a stable supply
of good, nutritious and enjoyable food
goes a long way to helping learning
happen. Add in barista coffee of the
highest standard for staff, and you
have the ingredients of a top quality
school café.
Their criteria were just what we
were looking for when Glenaeon
began the search for operators of our
new canteen/café, later named The
Gentle Café after Rosemary and Stuart
Gentle, which opened in Term 4 of
2016. It didn’t take long to identify that
former parent Sharon Dirken and her
business partner Lorna Montgomery
were prime contenders. Sharon was a
former parent of Glenaeon, as she and
husband Peter Noll’s two boys Patrick
and Chris, were former students of
the school. But more importantly,
Sharon and Peter, along with Lorna
had established and run the highly
successful Echo on the Marina
restaurant at Roseville Chase for
15 years. They wanted to downsize, so
it was a great match for both parties

for the former restauranteurs to
establish Glenaeon’s first fully fledged
café/canteen.
Prior to the Gentle Café, Connie
Harris followed by Iris Petkovich, plus
many parent helpers, had spent many
years providing completely organic
lunches every Friday for Middle Cove
students and staff. It was a great
pleasure to have Connie and Iris
present for the opening of the new
café in September when celebrated
author and journalist, Indira Naidoo
officially opened our new facility.
Over the years since then, Sharon
and Lorna have provided a seemingly
endless supply of high quality, tasty
menus for the Middle Cove campus
every Wednesday to Friday in
term time. The food is healthy and
nutritious, with a changing menu
moving through a range of culinary
delights from all around the world,
from Mexico, to Italian, to Thai and
Indian. The staff have appreciated
the barista coffee service and many a
teacher starts the day with a Sharon
coffee, including this writer.
But all good things come to an end,
and Sharon, Lorna and Peter have
decided to move on due to family and

health issues. Their friends, Peter and
Marian Kissner, will continue their
excellent service in 2021, and will
extend operations to be open four
days per week, Tuesday to Friday.
Thank you Sharon, Peter and Lorna
for the wonderful establishment of the
Gentle Café! We wish you all happiness
in the future, and thanks for the
memories, and the fine food! 
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EXHIBITION

Head, Heart and Hands
Just before Sydney went into lockdown, as COVID-19 was spreading to Australia, many months of planning by
Dr Malcolm Beazley and Dr Velma McKeachie culminated in a wonderful exhibition at the Australian National
Museum of Education (ANME), Canberra University. Everyone was very fortunate to have been able to come
together for the very special opening of the exhibition, even though our greetings were elbow to elbow.

L to R. Marie Nicholls,
Dr Malcolm Beazley AM
President of ANME,
CEO of SEA Virginia Moller,
Linda St Clair,
Dr Velma McKeachie,
Glennis Mowday,
Thomas Stehlik

A

s the first Steiner School
established in Australia, we
were delighted to be invited to
be a part of ANME’s Head, Heart and
Hands exhibition at the University
of Canberra. As a long-term History
teacher at Glenaeon who has
researched the history of the founding
of Glenaeon, I was thrilled to be
present at the opening and share my
knowledge of how Steiner education
first came to our country.
The founder of Glenaeon Rudolf
Steiner School was the General
Secretary of the Anthroposophical
Society, Eric Nicholls, who had been
handed the baton by Ruth “Lute”
Drummond. Ms Drummond and
Marion Mahony Griffin had been
close friends and fellow thespians in
collaboration over many performances
at the Castlecrag Haven open-air
theatre. A young Sylvia Brose, who
was the founding teacher for the first
Rudolf Steiner School in Australia, was
directed by these two creative women
in many plays and also received
German lessons from Lute Drummond.
Marie Nicholls, the daughter of
Eric Nicholls, Architect and Linda St
Clair (nee Laycock), the niece of Sylvia
Brose AO, both travelled from Sydney
to Canberra as special guests for the
opening of the exhibition.
The audience in Canberra was
very interested in the connection
between Walter Burley Griffin,
PAGE
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Marion Mahony Griffin and the
founding of Glenaeon. Itʼs not every
day that architects from Chicago win
a competition to design a capital
city for a country (1911). When the
Griffins first arrived in Melbourne
they employed a young architect,
Eric Nicholls. Eventually the firm
moved to Sydney after the Castlecrag
development commenced.
Eric and his wife Mollie were keen
to start a Steiner school for their
children in Castlecrag, where they
now lived. As you might know, the
entire Castlecrag suburb was built
by the Griffins starting back in 1921.
Marion and Mollie taught young
children at their homes using Steiner
methodology. This was the precursor
to more formal pedagogy with Sylvia
Hazel Brose.
Linda St Clair and Pam Laycock's
father, Ronald Laycock, supported
their Aunt Sylvia Brose by taking
over financial administration of the
school on a pro bono basis. He was
also instrumental in gaining a Federal
Government grant for our first science
laboratory that is still utilised today
in the Lute Drummond building (high
school building).
As part of the opening, Virginia
Moller, CEO of Steiner Education
Australia, gave a fascinating book
launch on behalf of Thomas Stehlik
whose children attended Mount
Barker School. The book is titled,

Waldorf Schools and the History of
Steiner Education. An International
View of 100 years.
The exhibition was stunning, with
information about many Steiner
schools all over Australia ranging from
Kindy corner, to blackboard art from
the class teacher period, through
to senior school subjects such as
Eurythmy and German. The Eurythmy
gown from the Elaine Goodman
collection was particularly important
as Elaine’s gifted children all attended
Glenaeon. The exquisite drawings from
art classes and Main Lesson books
from Orana Steiner School had been
lovingly and aesthetically presented.
There were so many wonderful
exhibits, including an embroidered
Parzival book from Glenaeon. Dr Velma
McKeachie coordinated an incredible
exhibition. It was a joyful experience
being part of the opening and
honouring the original Steiner impulse
and establishment in Australia and the
spread of Steiner pedagogy.
A huge thank you to Dr Velma
McKeachie for inviting Glenaeon to
contribute to this special exhibition
and to Dr Malcolm Beazley AM as head
of the ANME for this initiative. 
Glennis Mowday
Teacher of Ancient and
Modern History

FOUNDATION

FACILITIES

Annual Giving
Campaign

The Garden’s New
Outdoor Classroom

Robin Borrud
Glenaeon
Foundation Chair

IN

May this year the Glenaeon
Foundation kicked off an
Annual Giving Campaign for
the COVID-19 Bursary Scholarship Fund.
With an overwhelming response we
raised the most funds of any Annual
Giving in the history of the Foundation
and surpassed our target. Through
the kindness and generosity of the
community we raised over $120,000
that has been and will continue to be
used to provide short-term fee relief
to Glenaeon families and help to
keep students in the classroom with
their peers.
At a time when there is so much
uncertainty in the world and our lives
are disrupted at every turn it is greatly
comforting to know that we are part
of a community that cares deeply for

each other and will show up to support
one another in a time of need and
crisis. Our family joined Glenaeon in
2011 largely because of the community
values of compassion, cooperation
and collaboration that Glenaeon
embodies. After nearly a decade at the
school as a parent of three students
I can without a doubt say that I am
honoured and privileged to be part
of this wonderfully generous and
compassionate community.
Thank you to everyone for your
contribution to Glenaeon in 2020. 

“Glenaeon has been incredibly
supportive throughout times
of financial challenges in our
family. We feel the school is
genuinely committed to families
– they are as committed to
us as we are to them and in
today’s world it is incredibly
positive and refreshing. The
Glenaeon bursary has meant
a great deal to our family and
has made it possible for the
kids to remain at the school,
surrounded by a kind, stable &
positive environment.”
Anonymous Parent
Bursary Recipient

L

ate in 2019, Glenaeon had
firsthand experience of the
severe storm that hit the North
Shore. Unfortunately, we lost, or had
damaged, many significant trees.
One ended up across our garden area,
damaging the outdoor classroom
and requiring it to be demolished.
We began proceedings to make
an insurance claim and during this
process COVID-19 shutdown most of
NSW and interrupted our activities.
Thankfully, Glenaeon received
approval to rebuild, and are now
constructing the new outdoor garden
classroom. The garden team have
shown great patience and innovation,
working in and around the area, while
awaiting the rebuild.

Working with our dedicated gardens
team we came up with a simple design
that reflects the use and needs of the
space. We can’t wait to unveil the new
classroom in early 2021. 
Chris Scrogie
Operations and Facilities Manager
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FAREWELL YEAR 12

“You can check out any time you like,
but you can never leave”
It's time to bid a fond farewell to our wonderful Year 12 cohort. It’s been an extremely emotional time,
not only for the students who are saying goodbye to their teachers and younger members of our Glenaeon
community, but for the teachers and staff that have encouraged and inspired these people for many
wonderful years, some since Preschool.

T

heir last day of Term 3 started
with a final roll call and gathering
with our Year 12 Guardian Yura
Totsuka and Year 12 Advisor Brigitte
Tietge-Rollans. Following on, in one
of the great traditions of Glenaeon,
all the students from Years 7–11 and
Class 3–6 created a walk through guard
of honour with students flanking the
main campus walkway through which
the Year 12s strode towards the Hall for
their ‘well-wishing’ assembly.
There were tears shed as the school
community gifted each of the Year 12
students with COVID-safe hummed
tunes, poems, a speech and musical
performances, and all presented with
personalised and heartfelt keepsakes
for them to remember their school life
at Glenaeon. Deputy Head of School
(Years 7-12) Liz Nevieve wished the
group well. “It has been wonderful
to have witnessed your unfolding
over the years, especially as I had the
pleasure of having been your Class
PAGE
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Guardian when we had that structure
in place back in 2017,” she said. “You
have always been open to all that a
Steiner education has to offer, and
have embraced the humanities,
sciences, technological subjects and
arts (including eurythmy!) with equal
interest and vigour. You hold a special
place in my heart, and I wish you joyful
and invigorating study throughout
this upcoming preparation period and
success in your examinations.”
Head of School Andrew Hill asked
them to enjoy the heartfelt offerings
from all the year levels as a parting
gift to them, and looked forward to
their return after the HSC exams when
they would perform a Graduation
Assembly as a final gift back to the
school. He wished them well for their
serious work over examination period
and sent them off with the classic
line from The Eagles’ Hotel California,
“You can check out any time you like,
but you can never leave”. He told the

group that their spirit would always
be part of the Glenaeon community,
now as GlenX.
Students were then cheered and
clapped by the Year 11s and their
teachers as they exited the Hall and
made their way out of the gates for
their Mystery Tour. They enjoyed the
day together with a beautiful lunch
as prepared by Scottie Williams, their
Outdoor Education Coordinator, on
the banks of Scotts Creek, one of the
wonderful local haunts where many
memories have been created over
their school years.
The Year 12 students have now
navigated their HSC examinations and
have completed their journey through
secondary education. They have also
enjoyed a COVID-Safe graduation and
a formal with their parents, and are
now out in the world!
We wish them well and look
forward to seeing them when they
return for a visit. 

Class of 2020

Vini Antivilo Soares

Jeremy Bacon

Timothy Bacon

Chiara Candotti

Myah Clifton

Jackson Coates

Danielle Coumbiadis

Alani Darke

Eloise Farley

Elicia Ferguson

Finn Gladstone

Pip Grimshaw

James Hackforth

Nelson Hall-Whitington

Tanwen Hutton

Joseph Iversen

Kitson Leong

Harry Lonergan

Zebedee Maguire

Joe McCormick

Aya Nomoto

Marcus Norfor

Bailey O'Brien

Max Perkins

Leigh Perry

Laila Ree

Emi Takahashi-Beer

Justin Takayasu

Taro Tomishima

Ruby Vella

Matt West

Keaun Wild

Mitch Windon

Jasmine Wren

PAGE

29

AEON Issue Thirteen December 2020

Five Decades
of Graduates
2020 marks the important milestone of five
decades of Year 12 graduates from Glenaeon.
50 years ago our first year 12 class had only two
students – Linda St Clair and Susan Scully.
Here, they share memories and impart advice
for our current Year 12 cohort.

Linda St. Clair
Class of 1970

L

Linda St. Clair

Susan Scully
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inda St Clair started her
education at Ryde Public
School and then moved to
Glenaeon when the school was first
opened by Linda’s Aunt, Glenaeon
Founder, Sylvia Brose OAM. Her
earliest memory of the school is of
being taken down to see her personal
locker, which had a butterfly drawn
in it, just inside the door. In it, Linda
kept her shoe bag, her lunch and her
hat. She remembers the play area
with a Wendy Doll House, sandpit and
a pintsize slide that her father made
for all the children.
She says she doesn’t remember
any of the Kindy lessons, except for
rest time. From Class 1 she recalls
the recorder lessons, singing and
maths. “There was a class above
Susan and I, but they left at the end
of Year 11, so we became the first Year
12 graduates, Susan and I together.”
Susan jokes that she had to give
Linda some competition, but that she
is permanently scared from always
coming second in everything. “She’s
still going on about that 50 years later.
Funny!” Linda laughs.
Linda recalls, “We studied slightly
different levels of science and Maths.”
“You always did level 1, and I level 2”
teases Susan.
The two agree that all the teachers
were the best. “All of them were very
good” The curriculum was built on
stories. “We got so much attention.
We could never do anything wrong.
…well, except for July 1969, Year 11,
the whole of Year 11 truanted and
we went to Susan’s house to watch
the first moon landing. No one knew
where we were, across at Susan’s
house, and I haven’t regretted that to
this day.” she confides.

Linda doesn’t recall there being
playground duty teachers at the time
and has memories of crossing the
sewer bridge, going in the bamboo
patch, walking up to shops at
Castle Cove.
In Year 11 there was one other girl
in the group Julie Clarke, who later
in life married famous Australian
editor, writer and broadcaster, Richard
Neville. Linda jokes that, had Julie
stayed at Glenaeon, being the bright
girl she was, would have come first in
everything, and Susan laments, “Then,
I would have then come third!” The
two friends burst into laughter.
“The Steiner teaching method
does help nurture the individuality
of the person, so you don’t end up
as carbon copies of each other. A
Glenaeon education can help you
distinguish between the superficially
of modern society whilst living in
part of it but also helps to keep
the values that are important to a
human being, what’s important for
humanity into the future. We should
stay true to our values and keep our
integrity. Glenaeon gives you a sense

of responsibility for the world and the
earth and what we can do for it, rather
than what we get out of it.”
“My advice to the class of 2020,
looking through the filter of 2020’s
two big issues, Coronavirus and
Black Lives Matter, is have respect for
other human beings. Just love one
another, and value everybody’s life,
every day. Don’t dismiss another life,
just because you think yours is more
important. It’s important to feel that
everyone adds value to the earth,
every day they live. And look for the
angel in everyone else – as Aunty
Sylvia used to say – not just to look
for the angel in the child, but look for
the angel in every human being. We’re
too quick to criticise and pull people
down, so always try and look for the
good in somebody.
“We just loved our schooling, and
we loved being teachers too. I taught
at Glenaeon for 24 years. It was a
wonderful time.”
For half a century, Glenaeon has
been proud of its graduates, out making
their mark in the world, in their own
way, and living meaningful lives. 

2021 GlenX date
In 2021, we will host a single reunion
gathering which will be open to
all GlenXs but will have a special
celebratory focus on the:
» Class of 2011, 10-year reunion,
» Class of 2001, 20-year reunion,
» Class of 1991, 30-year reunion,
» Class of 1981, 40-year reunion and
» Class of 1971, 50-year reunion.

Staff
Milestones

We encourage GlenX from these cohorts
to save the date: Saturday 18 September
2021, 3pm–6pm.

Glenaeon is a great place to
learn, but it’s also a great place
to work. We thank our staff
for their service and celebrate
these milestones.

Alumni are encouraged to join the
Glenaeon Alumni Facebook Group to
receive updates about the reunion event:
www.facebook.com/glenaeonalumni/

Susan Scully
Class of 1970

I

started at Glenaeon (which was
just across the road from my home
in Glenroy Ave) in Class 3 in 1960.
My earliest memories were the bush
surroundings, the changing of shoes…
outdoor/indoor, eurythmy classes,
gardening, sewing, woodwork, and
knitting for everyone. There was
no sexism back then, everyone did
everything and that was wonderful.
And the school had no library! This
was just so different. Eurthmy, what is
that? It wasn’t until I was much older
that I appreciated what it was. I was
also lucky to have Miss Brose as the
same teacher to take me from Class 3
right up to High School.
Just having Linda with me in Year
12 was fine. We mainly did the same
subjects (I think) and we certainly got
individual attention. I didn’t even mind
always coming last in all the tests,
exams etc. Ha! After we left school, we
went our separate ways, as Linda went
to Macquarie University and I went
to Wagga Wagga Teachers College.
I became a primary school teacher
and taught at Burnside Public School,
Waitara Public School and Neutral Bay
Public School. I incorporated some
Steiner ideas into my classroom. The
storytelling, the shading technique in
art classes, being creative, imaginative
and always thinking for oneself. I
retired in 2005 after a successful
teaching career. I now spend my time
LOVING retirement and travelling.
I enjoyed my school days and
now appreciate even more what a
well-rounded education I had. I was
lucky enough to have Miss Brose.
What a wonderful teacher she was!
I remember on my first trip to Italy
and standing at a particular place
and my thoughts went straight to

Miss Brose teaching us all about the
Romans, Julius Caesar and studying
Shakespeare's play. I wrote to
Miss Brose on my return and she was
so pleased that I passed on to her my
lovely memories of her classes.
My advice to the current 2020
students would be this: It has often
occurred to me over the many years
since I have left Glenaeon how
privileged I was to have attended. The
school has had a foundational and
enduring influence on the person I am
in the many contexts in which I live
my life. I have always had a strong
sense of social justice and a valuing
of individuality and creativity. These
qualities were instilled in us throughout
our experiences at the School.
Asked what advice I would give to
newly graduating Glenaeon students,
I would offer the need to maintain
awareness of your place and value in
the world as a person of integrity, one
who has respect for others, but one
who keeps a critical eye open for the
superficiality and vacuousness of an
ever-changing modern world. Keep
in mind the need to spend your time
wisely. Are you making a contribution
to others, their welfare and to society?
Are you protective and respectful of our
physical world? Are you an advocate
for animal welfare? Do you appreciate
beauty in its many forms?
Having a Glenaeon education has
often helped me stand apart from
others and their more conventional
views, and this has often happened
in unexpected and surprising ways.
I expect this may happen for you too.
And when it does, look back and remind
yourself how Glenaeon has shaped
the person you are, and continue to
become. 

Elizabeth Nevieve

Lynne Collett

Elizabeth Ellean

20 years

» Elizabeth Nevieve
» Lynne Collett
» Elizabeth Ellean

15 years

» Sonny Valdes
» Noel Neilson

10 years
»
»
»
»

Chris Tang
Angela Bacot
Brendan Strobl
Michael Thomson
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2021 COMING EVENTS

l Harvest Festival 24 March l Mid-Winter Party 5 June l MidWinter Festival 22-23 June l Music Concert 6 August
l Spring Festival 15 September l Reunion 18 September l Art Show & Family Fair 5-7 November l Carol Service 29 November
2021 TERM DATES:

START

TERM 1: 27 JAN – 31 MAR

END

JANUARY 2021
Sun Mon

31
3
10
17
24

28
4
11
18
25

Tue Wed Thu

FEBRUARY 2021
Fri

Sat

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

Tue Wed Thu

Fri

Sat

30
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Fri

Sat

3
10
17
24
1

4
11
18
25
2

29
5
12
19
26

30
6
13
20
27

Sun Mon

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
1

MAY 2021
Sun Mon

30
2
9
16
23

31
3
10
17
24

27
4
11
18
25

28
5
12
19
26

29
5
12
19
26

30
6
13
20
27

29
6
13
20
27

Tue Wed Thu

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Tue Wed Thu

2
9
16
23
2

3
10
17
24
3

4
11
18
25
4

30
6
13
20
27

31
7
14
21
28

2
9
16
23
30

Tue Wed Thu

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
1

Sat

5
12
19
26
5

6
13
20
27
6

Fri

Sat

4
11
18
25
2

5
12
19
26
3

Fri

Sat

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

Sun Mon

28
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

31
3
10
17
24

27
4
11
18
25

Tue Wed Thu

28
5
12
19
26

29
6
13
20
27

30
7
14
21
28

TERM 4: 6 OCT – 8 DEC

Tue Wed Thu

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25
1

APRIL 2021
Fri

Sat

5
12
19
26
2

6
13
20
27
3

Fri

Sat

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

Fri

Sat

5
12
19
26
3

6
13
20
27
4

Sun Mon

28
4
11
18
25

29
5
12
19
26

JULY 2021
Sun Mon

27
4
11
18
25

28
5
12
19
26

OCTOBER 2021
Sun Mon

TERM 3: 14 JUL – 15 SEP

MARCH 2021
Fri

JUNE 2021
Sun Mon

SEPTEMBER 2021
Sun Mon

TERM 2: 21 APR – 23 JUN

Tue Wed Thu

29
6
13
20
27

30
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Tue Wed Thu

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
1

4
11
18
25
2

30
6
13
20
27

31
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Fri

Sat

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
1

Fri

Sat

6
13
20
27
3

7
14
21
28
4

Fri

Sat

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25
1

AUGUST 2021
Sun Mon

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

NOVEMBER 2021
Sun Mon

Tue Wed Thu

Tue Wed Thu

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25
1

5
12
19
26
2

DECEMBER 2021
Sun Mon

28
5
12
19
26

29
6
13
20
27

Tue Wed Thu

30
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30
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